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were proclaimed People's Republics in 1921; in 1924-25 they
ceased to exist as autonomous units and were incorporated into the
Soviet Union. By 1925 the former imperial provinces of central
Asia were once again firmly in Russia's hands, and now the atten-
tion of Moscow was once more drawn to the neighboring Province
of Sinkiang. Ten years after the Revolution the drive to the east
was resumed.

Soon after the Soviet-Chinese treaty of 1924 was signed, Soviet
consulates were opened in Sinkiang, and Chinese consulates in
Russia. It was important that the Chinese consuls in adjacent Soviet
central Asia were appointed not by the Central Chinese Govern-
ment but by the provincial administration of Sinkiang. These con-
suls considered themselves more or less independent of Peking
and sometimes assumed attitudes which, under normal conditions,
would have been termed disloyal. Thus in December, 1927, after
the suppression of the Communist uprising in Canton, Soviet-
Chinese relations were severed and the consulates ordered closed.
The Sinkiang consular agents, however, published a proclamation
to the effect that they were "subordinated to the government of
Peking, but only in so far as the actions and instructions of that
government are not directed against the interests of western Asia."
The Soviet press played up a statement by the Sinkiang Consul
General at Semipalatinsk and his secretary, declaring that:

Black reaction in southern China is assuming terrifying proportions
. . . The Semipalatinsk consulate has nothing in common with south-
ern China, and therefore cannot assume the responsibility for the cur-
rent events in southern China. This consulate is subject to western
China, which in no way wishes or seeks a disruption of friendship with
the USSR . . . The indissolubility and solidity of the friendship of
western China with the USSR is fortified by the existence of five of our
Chinese consulates of western China in the USSR, namely, in Semi-
palatinsk, in Zaisan, in Alma-Ata, in Tashkent, and in Andizhan; and the
USSR has five consulates in western China, namely, in Urumchi,
Chuguchak, Kashgar, Kuldja, and in the Artei region; the interrela-
tions between them being the most friendly and peaceful These mutual
relations and friendship between western China and the USSR must be
ceaseless and undying.19
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